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Image Credit: Road metal study (2013) pencil on paper 

Penumbra is a durational and performative drawing exercise that incorporates the viewers’ footprints 
over the course of the show. The interaction between incidental foot-traffic marks and 
embellishments from the drawer may provide unexpected effects. The work will begin in the space, 
continuously change for the period of the show, and then stop. (The image above is only an example 
of style (which is kind of irrelevant here)) 

The act of drawing is usually silently performative but here the very act is foregrounded. Although 
generally speaking, things that arise in thought, personal context and situations are arguably 
somehow inscribed into a drawing; expanding and blending the act of drawing into an environment at 
a particular moment, regardless of pictorial subject. Irrespective of what the work looks like, the very 
capacity for a drawing to develop as a stratification of thought, mood and environment is the 
exploratory focus of Penumbra, consolidated by its durational, performative, and interactive aspects.  

For whom is the act of drawing addressed to and what might it hope to express? Perhaps there is 
never an answer. In this regard drawing itself becomes an image of change and contingency. The 
process of drawing is always in real time; yet projected towards the future, drawn from the past. A 
drawing might go on indefinitely.  

Textures, traces, and intentions are considerably exchangeable in Penumbra; the meaning of the 
work cannot be fixed as each interaction, accident, and even sabotage affect the piece. The very 
difference between intentional and incidental effects may create a tenuous or free space of thinking 
about it – both literally and abstractly. Above and beyond this one experiment, the possibility of an 
indeterminate space, through experimental thought and action, could be considered as an extension 
of a dynamism that is born when inside and outside become interchangeable and reflexive.    
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