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The Veil of the Shadow images are 
photographically appropriated from 
human forms appearing as shadows 
on earth, stone or floored surface in 
cathedrals, galleries and various 
areas of commerce visited during 
recent travel from Tasmania to the 
European continent. Each time I 
attempt to take photographs in 
direct light I am attracted to the 
shadow world that surrounds solid 
objects. 
 
These images are a representation 
of human shadows that appear 
upside down in my camera 
viewfinder. A continually moving 
human matrix of these shadow 
forms occurs naturally in direct light 
as people pass between it and the 
camera. Each opportunity for 
capturing a desired shadow form 
disappears quickly (in a moment) 
leaving a bright spot in its wake. 
During each fleeting moment, there 
is a battle occurring between the 
hand, the eye and technology in an 
attempt to observe and capture at 
least some notion of light and 

compositional value. The consequence of human figures moving suddenly past a space that 
backlights them mirrors in some way the actions of the camera shutter that may follow an 
eclipsing moment. Negative and positive shape compositions induce a partial recognition of 
each shadow as coming from the solid human form and when I take the image I feel as 
though I am extracting a shadow from the constant flow of the many shadows passing.   
 
During recent experience with postgraduate study I investigated the nature of time-lapse as 
applied to the capture of projected sunlight affecting the surface of glass exposed to elements 
such as frost dew and mist. The research activity was based around the application of a time-
lapse camera procedure to light and shadow falling onto the affected glass surface that had 
temporarily become a semi transparent screen. The outcome through replay of time-lapsed 
captured footage produced an impression of slowed time where a speeding up of the 
movement associated with light projected in this way had been anticipated. During my travels 
I became aware that a connection could be made between the ground on which reflected 
forms fell and the glass surfaces on which frost and mist fell. I also considered that most 
photographic imagery seems to lack many of the particulars that would be brought to light if a 
total and enhanced focus of atmospheric particles such as water droplets and ice were 



 

 

possible within a single exposure. Here, in these images, I have placed an image of a glass-
based atmospheric layer (or veil) over the initial photograph containing the shadow forms as a 
semi transparent overlay. I am not seeking to be faithful to each circumstance to which I raise 
the camera. Rather, I have sought to create an impression representative of all possible 
image artifacts - a summation of a passing moment represented by shadow and an 
atmospheric film, which becomes inclusive. 
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LIST OF WORKS   

Pieces are numbered in the catalogue provided for the purposes of identification but exist without title. 

Works are for sale 

Each individual work is signed and are a limited edition of (7) $360.00 each 


