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“Bimblebox Nature Refuge tells many stories. The story of the interconnected world of nature where 

every plant and every animal has a story within the big story...story of the people who saw this 

environment as valuable and worthy of preservation...story of conflicting values...” - Liz Mahood 

Bimblebox Nature Refuge is in a remote part of Central Queensland, approximately 50km North West of 
the town of Alpha. It was purchased by a small group of people along with funds provided by the 
Federal Government, to protect this particular parcel of land from being cleared. Its status as a nature 
refuge protects it from private development so it can be kept for future generations, while still running as 
a cattle property. Bimblebox is not protected from mining. 

Unlike the Franklin River, there are no great dramatic landscape photos or film footage to stir a 
generation of activists to visit Bimblebox and fight to protect it. If approval is given for the giant coal mine 

‘China First’, the demise of Bimblebox will go virtually unnoticed by the majority of Australians. The 

people seeking good money in the mining industry will come to this place with massive trucks and 
machinery which will act upon the land like children in a sandpit. They will destroy any memory of this 
place. The mining people who come will have no connection, no memory and no care for the land and 
its ark full of wildlife that they will be destroying. 

Conceived and organised by artist Jill Sampson, the Bimblebox Art Project is a group of committed 
people who care about the future health of our planet and who want to act as advocates for the land. 
The Project grew out of frustration at the irreversible changes being wreaked across our continent and 
on our farmland and Nature Refuges. It grew out of a recognition of a culture increasingly centralised 
and removed from our natural bush environment. A culture driven by short term financial gain.  

Last September, a diverse group of self-funded artists gathered at the Bimblebox Nature Refuge, 
spending ten days camping and making art. Some artists couldn't make it to Bimblebox, so they 
responded to the notion of mapping the place in other ways. These artworks come together to build a 
dynamic exhibition which is planned to tour Queensland and other places in Australia to help to bring 
public attention to this special place, and so Bimblebox could yet be saved.  

Curated by Samara McIlroy 

Document://Bimblebox artists include Alison Clouston and Boyd, Donna Davis, Gerald 
Soworka, Glenda Orr, Jill Sampson, Jude Roberts, Liz Mahood and Samara McIlroy. 
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LIST OF WORKS 
 
Alison Clouston and Boyd  
Coalface:( Crow, Wagtail, Double-Barred Finches, Peaceful Dove, Gerygone, Apostles, Bush Stone-curlews ) 
(2013) video, slideshow, soundtracks, old refrigerator door, paint, tablet computers, interactive sound system, wood, 
greenhouse audit and offset. 183 x 105 x 25 cm 

 

Donna Davis 
Resource (2013) Installation (pigment print on Hahnemuhle fine art rag, cardboard, table, clipboard, paper) 150 x 
115 x 35cm (Image: 3.) 

 

Gerald Soworka 
Alpha Mail series (2013) Materials: Ink, gouache on coffee and sap-stained stonehenge paper. variable 

 

Glenda Orr 
Multifocal (2013) Materials: Digital Print. 100 x 100 cm 

 

Jill Sampson 
Vanishing Food Bowls (2013) Mixed media (wire, silk, wool, cotton, paper, plant dyes). 13.5 x 103 x 150 cm  
(Image: 4.) 

 

Jude Roberts 
Boundaries (2012) oil crayon on calculator paper. 7cm wide, various lengths 

Imprinting boundaries and netting fences (2012) Crayon, sand and wax on Kozo paper. 182 x 66cm (Image: 1.) 

 

Liz Mahood 
Copy This. One. Two. Three. Four. Five. Six. (2013) Ink jet ink, gesso, acid free paper on canvas. 10 x10 cm each 

 

Samara McIlroy 
Titanic Too (2012) Materials: Digital compilation (found video, stills and sound). (Image: 2.) 

Meanwhile...at Bimblebox (2013) Mixed media installation (including collected or donated photographs, audio, 
notes, clippings and printouts) and digital compilation. Variable 

 

For further information and additional works, 

http://bimbleboxartproject.wordpress.com/documentbimblebox/ 

http://bimbleboxartproject.wordpress.com/documentbimblebox/

